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Tools to inform policy:

• 41 Community profiles
• 20 core city (zip code) 

community profiles
• 194 maps, lists (alphabetical 

and ranked of community rates)
• 41 community profiles with the 

95% confidence interval
• Technical documentation
• 18 interactive web maps
• Infographic
• Highlights report

• Ad hoc analyses to address 
urgent policy issues



Data and Methodology



Data Sources: RI

▸ The American Community Survey (ACS) 2014-2018 of the U.S. 
Census Bureau was the source of demographic, socioeconomic 
status, and housing data for cities, towns, and Providence 
neighborhoods.

▸ The Medicare Master Beneficiary Summary File (2016-2017) of 
the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) was the 
major source of data on prevalence rates of chronic disease and 
disabling conditions, and Medicare service utilization rates. 

▸ The Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (2012-2017) of 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention was the major 
source of data for health risk behaviors, preventive health practices, 
and health care access.



Pragmatic, hierarchical reporting approach: RI 

Tier 1: 41 Cities/ Towns/ Neighborhoods
Population characteristics, housing, most highly prevalent 

chronic conditions

Tier 2: 37 geographic units
less prevalent chronic conditions

(PTSD, colon cancer, lung cancer, leukemia)

Tier 3: 28 geographic units
Low prevalence conditions 

(blind, brain injury, endometrial cancer)

Tier 4: 15
geographic units 

(BRFSS)

• Autism, DUI; marijuana: 1 state rate
• HIV/AIDS 4 geographic units

















Population Characteristics



Where are the older people in Rhode Island and how many are there?



What communities have a lot of older people living in them?





Health













Mental Health







Caregiving
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Thank you!
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